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Washington, DC — The American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP), the National Association of EMS Physicians 

(NAEMSP) and the National Association of State EMS Directors  (NASEMSD) today announced a joint position statement on the 

use of voluntary emergency medical services (EMS) guidelines for out-of-hospital care, stating they are designed to enhance 

patient care, but are not required standards.  

 

"This new policy provides important guidance for the nation's EMS providers and will give EMS physicians the autonomy they 

need in determining how voluntary guidelines are used in their communities," said Robert W. Schafermeyer, MD, President of the 

American College of Emergency Physicians.  “Emergency physicians establish treatment protocols for EMS services across the 

nation, and this joint policy was developed in response to the numerous guidelines routinely developed and distributed by various 

organizations, including professional societies and governmental agencies.”   

 

“The policy is a landmark decision that will ensure that voluntary guidelines are considered within the context of the entire EMS 

system, and in the best interest of the public's health, said Richard Hunt, President of NAEMSP.  “If used, voluntary guidelines 

should be used to supplement and enhance the overall local system structure and function. They should be implemented only in a 

systematic process encompassing all facets of an EMS system under supervision of the EMS physician medical director. 

Voluntary guidelines should not be considered as the required standard of care for EMS systems.” 

 

In issuing a joint statement, the three organizations said that out-of-hospital emergency medical services (EMS) systems must 

provide the highest quality of service and patient care based on current scientific research and available resources. 

 

Dia Gainor, MPA, President of the NASEMSD, said that “EMS agencies, especially rural, resource-challenged services, must 

decide what will best serve the needs of their patients.  What they change in their practice every time a new national guideline 

comes along should be based on methodical decisions and the guidance of their medical director.”   

 

To view the new position statement, visit ACEP. org, naemsp.org, or nasemsd.org. 
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